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leaves attached to them had been set up for the festival.
This is regularly done when a bear is killed ; the leaves
mean that the animal may come to life again. Then the bear
was let out of his cage, a rope was thrown round his neck,
and he was led about in the neighbourhood of the hut
While this was being done the men, headed by a chief, shot
at the beast with arrows tipped with wooden buttons. Dr.
Scheube had to do so also. Then the bear was taken before
the sacred wands, a stick was put in his mouth, nine men
knelt on him and pressed his neck against a beam. In
five minutes the animal had expired without uttering a sound.
Meantime the women and girls had taken post behind the
men, where they danced, lamenting, and beating the men
who were killing the bear. The bear's carcase was next
placed on the mat before the sacred wands ; and a sword and
quiver, taken from the wands, were hung round the beast's
neck. Being a she-bear, it was also adorned with a necklace
and ear-rings. Then food and drink were offered to it, in
the shape of millet-broth, millet - cakes, and a pot of sake.
The men now sat down on mats before the dead bear,
offered libations to it, and drank deep. Meanwhile the
women and girls had laid aside all marks of sorrow, and
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